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SUBJECT: LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT FROM WIFE OE ERG 
PRESIDENT 


1 . THERE FOLLOWS THE TEXT OF A LETTER TO PRESIDENT 
CARTER FROM DR. MILDRED SCHEEL, THE WIFE OF FRG 
PRESIDENT SCHEEL: "DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH INDEED FOR YOUR LETTER OF 16 JUNE 1977. I 
GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT EOR MY PROPOSAL FOR AN 
INTERNATIONAL CANCER YEAR. YOU MAY BE INTERESTED TO 
LEARN THAT I SPOKE WITH DR. HALFDAN MAHLER, DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION, ON 30 JUNE 
IN GENEVA ABOUT THE POSSIBILITIES OF SUCH A YEAR. DR. 
MAHLER SAID HE WAS PREPARED TO RESPOND FAVOURABLY TO 


AN APPROPRIATE INITIATIVE BY THE INTERNATIONAL UNION 
AGAINST CANCER OF WHICH THE SCIENTIFIC CANCER SOCIETIES 
OF THE MAJORITY OF COUNTRIES ARE MEMBERS. THE WORLD 
HEALTH ORGANIZATION THINKS THAT 1980 MIGHT BE AN APPROP- 
RIATE YEAR EOR THE CAMPAIGN. I SHALL NOW WRITE TO THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL UNION AGAINST CANCER 
REQUESTING HIM TO MAKE AN OFFICIAL APPLICATION TO THE 
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION FOR ITS ASSISTANCE IN 
ORGANIZING AN INTERNATIONAL YEAR. I FEEL SURE, MR. 
PRESIDENT, THAT YOUR READINESS TO SUPPORT SUCH A CAMPAIGN 
FOR A STEPPED-UP FIGHT AGAINST CANCER WILL GREATLY HELP 
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TO BRING THE NEGOTIATIONS NOW UNDERWAY TO A SUCCESSFUL 
END. PLEASE, ACCEPT ONCE MORE MY GRATEFUL THANKS FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT. WITH KIND REGARDS, YOURS SINCERELY, 
MILDRED SCHEEL." 

2. ORIGINAL LETTER POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT FOR EUR/CE. 
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